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Pullias Center for Higher Education 
Rossier School of Education 
University of Southern California 
Waite Phillips Hall 701 
Los Angeles, CA 90089-4037 
Voice: 213.740.7309 
Fax: 213.740.3889 
E-mail: wgtiern@rossier.usc.edu 
Web: pullias.usc.edu 

1749 Silverwood Terrace 
                                     Los Angeles, CA 90026 

                             Cell: 323.893.9314 

EDUCATION 

1984 Ph.D. Administration and Policy Analysis, Stanford University, Stanford, California 
1984 M.A. Anthropology, Stanford University (concurrent with Ph.D.), Stanford, California
1978 M.Ed. Education, Harvard University, Cambridge, Massachusetts 
1975 B.A. English, Tufts University, Medford, Massachusetts 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

2014–2015 Associate Dean for Research and Faculty Affairs   
2013–present Co-Director, Pullias Center for Higher Education 
2013–2014 Past President, American Educational Research Association 
2012–2013 President, American Educational Research Association 
2011–2012 President-Elect, American Education Research Association 
2006–present University Professor, University of Southern California 
2002–2005 Chair, University Committee on Academic Review 
2001–2002 President, Association for the Study of Higher Education 
1999–2000 President, Academic Senate, University of Southern California 
1998–present Wilbur-Kieffer Professor of Higher Education  
1994–2013 Professor & Director, Pullias Center for Higher Education (formerly known as 

the Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis), Rossier School of 
Education, University of Southern California 

1996–1999 Chair, Education Policy and Administration, Rossier School of Education, 
University of Southern California 

1993–1994 Senior Scientist, Center for the Study of Higher Education, and Professor & 
Professor-in-Charge, Higher Education Program, College of Education, The 
Pennsylvania State University 

1989–1993 Senior Research Associate, Center for the Study of Higher Education, 
Associate Professor, College of Education, The Pennsylvania State University 

1986–1989 Research Associate, Center for the Study of Higher Education, and Assistant 
Professor, College of Education, The Pennsylvania State University 

1984–1986 Senior Associate, Organizational Studies Division, National Center for Higher 
Education Management Systems [NCHEMS] 

1978–1980 Academic Dean, Fort Berthold Community College, North Dakota 
1975–1977 Teacher, Peace Corps, Morocco 
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Co-PI for $3.2 million study of the use of technology in improving access to college funded by the 
Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education of the U.S. Department of Education.  
Principal investigator for $1.5 million study funded by U.S. Department of Education on college 
access. PI on $175,000 project funded by the Haynes Foundation on academic competencies.  Co-
principal investigator for $1 million Gates Foundation study on building games to enhance “college 
knowledge.” Co-PI on ways to increase postsecondary capacity in California. Principal investigator for 
$1.8 million study pertaining to the reform of decision-making in higher education, $1.2 million U.S. 
Department of Education project about ways to increase college access for low-income urban youth, 
and $902,000 project funded by Lumina Foundation about access and financial aid. Co-principal 
investigator of $250,000 grant from the Pew Endowment to investigate issues pertaining to tenure, 
and principal investigator of $340,000 grant to study faculty productivity in schools of education. 
Director of $350,000 Ford Foundation grant analyzing effectiveness of college preparation programs 
for low-income students of color. Co-director of $240,000 grant from Lilly Endowment and TIAA-
CREF concerning faculty socialization and peer review. Led $60,000 project pertaining to faculty 
development of Native American colleges funded by the Bush Foundation. Received $75,000 from 
the Ford Foundation to study the conflict Native American students face in academe. Involved as 
researcher and co-principal investigator of a five-year study on organizational change for US DOE 
National Center on Teaching, Learning, and Assessment.  

Fulbright Scholar in India (2015-2016), Australia (2000–2001) and Central America (1992–1993) to 
undertake research on faculty socialization, academic freedom, institutional quality, and comparative 
higher education. Distinguished Visiting Research Professor, University of Hong Kong (2013-2016) 
to offer lectures and undertake research on strategic change, student voice, and comparative higher 
education. 

Current projects focus on technology, games and equity-based practices, governance and leadership, 
college readiness, faculty productivity, privatization, academic freedom, organizational culture and 
innovation, academic corruption, and strategic change. Have taught courses in administration, 
organizational theory, curriculum, qualitative methodology, leadership, and critical theory. Designed 
core Ph.D. course on academic work and the engaged intellectual.   

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 

American Anthropological Association 
American Association of University Professors 
American Civil Liberties Union 
American Educational Research Association 
Amnesty International 
Association for the Study of Higher Education  
Human Rights Campaign 
National Academy of Education 
Scholars at Risk 
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BOOKS 

Lanford, M., & Tierney W. G. (forthcoming). Creating a culture of mindful innovation in higher education. 
Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Tierney, W. G. (2008). The impact of culture on organizational decision-making: Theory and practice in higher 
education. Sterling, VA: Stylus. 

Tierney, W. G., & Hentschke, G. C. (2007). New players, different game: Understanding the rise of for-profit 
colleges and universities. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Tierney, W. G. (2006). Trust and the public good: Examining the cultural conditions of academic work. New 
York, NY: Peter Lang. 

Tierney, W. G. (1999). Building the responsive campus: Creating high performance colleges and universities. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. 

Tierney, W. G. (1997). Academic outlaws: Queer theory and cultural studies in the academy. Thousand Oaks, 
CA: Sage. 

Tierney, W. G., & Bensimon, E. M. (1996). Promotion and tenure: Community and socialization in academe. 
Albany, NY: SUNY Press. 

Tierney, W. G. (1993). Building communities of difference: Higher education in the 21st century. Westport, MA: 
Bergin & Garvey. 

Tierney, W. G. (1992). Official encouragement, institutional discouragement: Minorities in academe-–The Native 
American experience. Norwood, NJ: Ablex. 

Tierney, W. G. (1989). Curricular landscapes, democratic vistas: Transformative leadership in higher education. 
New York, NY: Praeger. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988). The web of leadership: The presidency in higher education. Greenwich, CT: JAI Press. 

Chaffee, E., & Tierney, W. G. (1988). Collegiate culture and leadership strategies. New York, NY: 
Macmillan. 

EDITED BOOKS, MONOGRAPHS, AND JOURNALS 

Tierney, W. G., & Kolluri, S. (Eds.). (forthcoming). Relational sociology and research on schools, colleges and 
universities.  Albany, NY: SUNY Press.  

Lanford, M., Tierney, W. G., & Lincoln, Y. S. (Eds.). (2019). The art of life history: Novel approaches, 
future directions [Special issue]. Qualitative Inquiry. doi:10.1177/1077800418817834 

Oleksiyenko, A., & Tierney, W. G. (Eds.). (2018). Higher education and human vulnerability: Global 
failures of corporate design [Special issue]. Tertiary Education and Management, 24(3), 187-192. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/13583883.2018.1439094  
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Tierney, W. G., Corwin, Z. B., & Ochsner, A. (Eds.). (2018). Diversifying digital learning: Online literacy and 
educational opportunity. Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.  

Tierney, W. G., & Ward, J.D. (Eds.). (2017). The role of state education policy in ensuring access, 
achievement, and attainment in higher education [Special issue]. American Behavioral Scientist, 
61(14).  

Venegas, K.M., Cadena, M., Galan, C., Park, E., Astudillo, S., Avilez, A.A., Ward, J.D., Lanford, M., & 
Tierney, W.G. (2017). Understanding DACA and the implications for higher education. Los Angeles, 
CA: Pullias Center for Higher Education, University of Southern California. 

 
Tierney, W. G., Ward, J.D., Corwin, Z.B., Ngo, F., Cadena, M., Avilez, A.A., & Lanford, M. (2017). 

The university as a sanctuary. Los Angeles, CA: Pullias Center for Higher Education, University 
of Southern California. 

Tierney, W. G., & Lanford, M. (2016). Cultivating strategic innovation in higher education. New York, NY: 
TIAA-CREF Institute. Rresearch in higher educationetrieved from 
https://www.tiaainstitute.org/public/pdf/cultivating_strategic_innovation_in_higher_ed.pdf 

 
Tierney, W. G., Lanford, M., & Maruco, T. (2016). Report on linked learning. Los Angeles: John 

Randolph Haynes and Dora Haynes Foundation. 
 
Seggie, F.N., Gümüş, S., & Tierney, W.G. (Eds.). (2016). Developing a research agenda on higher 

education: Implications for method, theory and policy [Special issue]. Education and Science, 
41(184). http://egitimvebilim.ted.org.tr/index.php/EB/issue/view/202 

 
Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (2015). Rethinking education and poverty. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins 

University Press. 
 
Tierney, W. G., & Duncheon, J. C. (Eds.). (2015). The problem of college readiness. Albany, NY: SUNY 

Press. 
 
Tierney, W. G. & Lanford, M. (2015). Creating the conditions for innovation in schools, colleges, and universities.  

Los Angeles, CA: Pullias Center for Higher Education, University of Southern California. 
 
Lanford, M., Maruco, T., & Tierney, W. G. (2015). Prospects for vocational education in the United States: 

Lessons from Germany. Los Angeles: Pullias Center for Higher Education, University of 
Southern California. 

 
Lanford, M., & Tierney, W. G. (2015). From “vocational education” to “linked learning”: The ongoing 

transformation of career-oriented education in the United States. Los Angeles: Pullias Center for 
Higher Education, University of Southern California. 

 
Tierney, W. G., & Corwin, Z. B. (2015). Improving access to college through games, technology, and social media. 

Los Angeles, CA: Pullias Center for Higher Education. 
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Tierney, W. G., Corwin, Z. B., Fullerton, T., & Ragusa, G. (Eds.). (2014). Postsecondary play:  The role of 
technology and social media in higher education. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press 

Tierney, W. G., & Sablan, J. R. (Eds.). (2014). Examining college readiness. American Behavioral Scientist, 
58(8). 

Tierney, W. G., & Rodriguez, B. A. (Eds.). (2014). The future of higher education in California: Getting in and 
getting through—problems and solutions. Los Angeles, CA: Pullias Center for Higher Education. 

Tierney, W. G., & Zha, Q. (Eds.). (2014). Academic freedom in an age of globalization. Frontiers of 
Education in China, 9(1). 

Tierney, W. G. (2014). Creating a culture of innovation: The challenge in becoming and staying a world-class 
university. Los Angeles, CA: Pullias Center for Higher Education. 

Tierney, W. G. (2013). The summer before: Improving college writing before freshman year. Los Angeles, CA: 
Pullias Center for Higher Education. 

Tierney, W. G., Corwin, Z. B., Fullerton, T., & Ragusa, G. (Eds.). (2013). Ready or not, here we play: The 
impact of games on college readiness, access and student success. Los Angeles, CA: Pullias Center for 
Higher Education. 

Corwin, Z. B., Tierney, W. G., Swensen, E., Bouchard, S., Fullerton, T., & Ragusa, G. (2012). Gaming 
the system: Fostering college knowledge through play. Los Angeles, CA: Pullias Center for Higher 
Education. 

Tierney, W. G., & Garcia, L. D. (Eds.). (2011). Remediation in higher education: Perspectives and 
interventions. American Behavioral Scientist, 55(2). 

Tierney, W. G., & Hentschke, G. (Eds.). (2011). Making it happen: Increasing access and attainment in 
California higher education, the role of private postsecondary providers. La Jolla, CA: National University 
System Institute for Policy Research. 

Hentschke, G. C., Lechuga, V. M., & Tierney, W. G. (Eds.). (2010). For-profit colleges and universities: 
Their markets, regulation, performance and place in higher education. Sterling, VA: Stylus. 

Findlay, C., & Tierney, W. G. (Eds.). (2010). Globalization and tertiary education in the Asia Pacific: The 
changing nature of a dynamic market. Toh Tuck, Singapore: World Scientific. 

Kaur, S. S. M., & Tierney, W. G. (Eds.). (2010). Quality assurance and university rankings in higher education 
in the Asia Pacific: Challenges for universities and nations. Penang, Malaysia: Universiti Sains 
Malaysia. 

Tierney, W. G., & Colyar, J. E. (Eds.). (2009). Urban high school students and the challenge of access: Many 
routes, difficult paths (revised ed.). New York, NY: Peter Lang. 

Tierney, W. G., Bailey, T., Constantine, J., Finkelstein, N., & Hurd, N. (2009). Helping students navigate 
the path to college: What high schools can do: A practice guide (NCEE # 2009-4066). Washington, DC: 
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National Center for Education Evaluation and Regional Assistance, Institute of Education 
Sciences, U.S. Department of Education. 

Tierney, W. G., & Findlay, C. (2008). The globalization of education: The next wave. Heng Mui Keng 
Terrance, Singapore: Pacific Economic Cooperation Council and the Association of Pacific 
Rim Universities. 

Tierney, W. G., Gupton, J. T., & Hallett, R. E. (Eds.). (2008). Transitions to adulthood for homeless 
adolescents: Education and public policy. Los Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education Policy 
Analysis. 

Tierney, W. G., & Sallee, M. W. (Eds.). (2007). Creating sustainable school-university partnerships. 
Metropolitan Universities, 18(4). 

Corwin, Z. B., & Tierney, W. G. (2007). Getting there—and beyond: Building a culture of college-going in high 
schools. Los Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis. 

Kennedy, B., Olivérez, P. M., & Tierney, W. G. (2007). Cashing in or cashing out: Tools for measuring the 
effectiveness & outcomes of financial aid events. Los Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education 
Policy Analysis. 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (2006). Governance and the public good. Albany, NY: SUNY Press. 

Tierney, W. G., & Colyar, J. E. (Eds.). (2006). Urban high school students and the challenge of access: Many 
routes, difficult paths. New York, NY: Peter Lang. 

Olivérez, P. M., Chavez, M. L., Soriano, M., & Tierney, W. G. (Eds.). (2006). The college & financial aid 
guide for: AB540 undocumented immigrant students. Los Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education 
Policy Analysis. 

Luna De La Rosa, M., & Tierney, W. G. (2006). Breaking through the barriers to college: Empowering low-
income communities, schools, and families for college opportunity and student financial aid. Los Angeles, 
CA: Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis. 

Tierney, W. G., & Kezar, A. (2006). The role of boards in college access programs: Creating and maintaining 
quality. Los Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis. 

Tierney, W. G., Venegas, K. M., & Luna de la Rosa, M. (Eds.). (2006). Financial aid and access to 
college: The public policy challenges. American Behavioral Scientist, 49(12). 

Tierney, W. G., & Holley, K. A. (Eds.) (2006, Spring/Summer). Transforming the PhD in education. 
USC UrbanEd. 

Tierney, W. G., & Holley, K. A. (Eds.). (2005). Shared governance under fire: Reform and renewal. 
Academe, 91(3).  

Olivérez, P. M., & Tierney, W. G. (Eds.). (2005). Show us the money: Low-income students, families, and 
financial aid. Los Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis. 
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Tierney, W. G., Corwin, Z. B., & Colyar, J. E. (Eds.). (2005). Preparing for college: Nine elements of effective 
outreach. Albany, NY: SUNY Press. 

Tierney, W. G., & Lechuga, V. M. (Eds.). (2004). Restructuring shared governance in higher 
education. New Directions for Higher Education, 127. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 

Tierney, W. G., Venegas, K. M., Colyar, J. E., digital equity, Z. B., & Olivérez, P. M. (Eds.) (2004). 
Creating helping environments for college-going: The CHEPA chec-list for counselors. Los Angeles, CA: 
Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis. 

Tierney, W. G., Campbell, C. D., & Sanchez, G. J. (Eds.). (2004). The road ahead: Improving diversity in 
graduate education. Los Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis. 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (2004). Summer reading 101: Literature for the academy. Academe, 90(3). 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (2004). Governing urban and metropolitan universities. Metropolitan Universities, 
15(1).  

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (2004). Competing conceptions of academic governance: Negotiating the perfect storm. 
Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (2003). Academic vantage points: Reflections on the university in the 21st century. Los 
Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis.  

Lechuga, V. M., Tierney, W. G., & Hentschke, G. C. (Eds.). (2003). Expanding the horizon: For-profit 
institutions in higher education. Los Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis. 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (2003). Academic governance in a protean environment. American Behavioral 
Scientist, 46(7).   

Tierney, W. G., Colyar, J. E., & Corwin, Z. B. (Eds.). (2003). Preparing for college: Building expectations, 
changing realities. Los Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis.  

Tierney, W. G., & Minor, J. T. (Eds.). (2003). Challenges for governance: A national report. Los Angeles, CA: 
Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis. 

Tierney, W. G., & Hagedorn, L. S. (Eds.). (2002). Increasing access to college: Extending possibilities for all 
students. Albany, NY: SUNY Press. 

Tierney, W. G., & Hagedorn, L. S. (Eds.). (2002). Making the grade in college prep: A guide for improving 
college preparation programs. Los Angeles, CA: Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis. 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (2001). Faculty work in schools of education: Rethinking roles and rewards for the 21st 
century. Albany, NY: SUNY Press. 

Tierney, W. G., & Twombly, S. (Eds.). (2000). Qualitative methods for educational research. Theory 
into Practice, 39(3). 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (1999). Faculty productivity: Facts, fictions and issues. New York, NY: Garland. 
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Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (1999). Lives lived, lives recorded: Creating life histories and stories in a 
postmodern moment. Qualitative Inquiry, 5(3).  

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (1999). Queer frontiers: Qualitative research and queer theory. International 
Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, 12(5). 

Kempner, K., Mollis, M., & Tierney, W. G. (Eds.). (1998). Association for the Study of Higher Education 
reader on comparative higher education. Needham, MA: Ginn Press. 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (1998). The responsive university: Restructuring for high performance. Baltimore, MD: 
Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (1998). Tenure matters. American Behavioral Scientist, 41(5). 

Tierney, W. G., & Lincoln, Y. (Eds.). (1997). Representation and the text: Reframing the narrative voice. 
Albany, NY: SUNY Press. 

Kempner, K., & Tierney, W. G. (Eds.). (1996). Comparative perspectives on the social role of higher education. 
New York, NY: Garland. 

Tierney, W. G., & Rhoads, R. A. (1993). Enhancing promotion and tenure: Faculty socialization as a cultural 
process: Association for the Study of Higher Education-ERIC Higher Education Report. Washington, 
DC: Association for the Study of Higher Education. 

McLaughlin, D., & Tierney, W. G. (Eds.). (1993). Naming silenced lives: Personal narratives and the process of 
educational change. New York, NY: Routledge. 

Rhoads, R. A., & Tierney, W. G. (1992). Cultural leadership in higher education. University Park, PA: 
National Center on Postsecondary Teaching, Learning & Assessment, The Pennsylvania State 
University. 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (1991). Culture and ideology in higher education: Advancing a critical agenda. New York, 
NY: Praeger. 

Tierney, W. G., & Foster, W. (Eds.). (1989). Educational leadership and the struggle for mind. Peabody 
Journal of Education, 66(3). 

Tierney, W. G., & Kidwell, C. S. (Eds.). (1991). American Indian voices in higher education. Change, 
23(2). 

Toombs, W., & Tierney, W. G. (1991). Meeting the mandates: Renewing the college and departmental curriculum. 
Association for the Study of Higher Education-ERIC Higher Education Report. Washington, 
DC: Association for the Study of Higher Education. 

Tierney, W. G. (Ed.). (1990). Assessing academic climates and cultures. New Directions for Institutional 
Research, 68. San Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass. 
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ARTICLES, PUBLICATIONS, AND BOOK CHAPTERS 

Clemens, R. F., & Tierney, W. G. (forthcoming). The uses and usefulness of life history. In S. 
Delamont & M. R. M. Ward (Eds.), Handbook of qualitative research in education (2nd ed.). 
Northampton, MA: Edward Elgar Publishing. 

Tierney, W. G. (forthcoming). The lessons in globalization. In Law, W.W. (Ed.), Politics, neoliberalism, 
and university governance. Springer.  

 
Kolluri, S. and Tierney W.G. (forthcoming). Understanding college readiness: The limits of 

information and the possibilities of cultural integrity. Educational Forum. 
 
Clemens, R. F., & Tierney, W. G. (in press). The role of ethnography as ethical and policy-relevant 

scholarship. Cultural Studies <=> Critical Methodologies. 
 
Tierney, W. G., & Lanford, M. (2019). Life history methods [Flagship article]. In P. Atkinson, S. 

Delmont, M. Hardy, & M. Williams (Eds.), The SAGE encyclopedia of research methods. London: 
Sage. 

 
Tierney, W. G., & Lanford, M. (2019). Research in higher education: Cultural perspectives. In 

J. C. Shin & P. N. Teixeira (Eds.), Encyclopedia of international higher education systems and 
institutions. Dordrecht: Springer. doi:10.1007/978-94-017-9553-1_165-1 

Tierney, W.G., Sabharwal, N.S., & Malish, C.M. (2019). Inequitable Structures: Class and Caste in 
Indian Higher Education. Qualitative Inquiry. doi/10.1177/1077800418817836 

Tierney, W.G., & Rall, R.M. (2018). Lessons not yet learned: Culture, governance, and the Jerry 
Sandusky case. Journal of Higher Education Management 32(2), 12-27. [American Association of 
University Administrators 2019 Neuner Award for Excellence in Professional – Scholarly 
Publication.]     

Lanford, M., & Tierney, W. G. (2018). Re-envisioning graduate and early career socialization to 
encourage public scholarship. In A. Kezar, Y. Drivalas, & J. A. Kitchen (Eds.), Envisioning 
public scholarship for our time: Models for higher education researchers (pp. 163-178). Sterling, VA: 
Stylus. 

 
Tichavakunda, A. A & Tierney, W. G. (2018). The “wrong” side of the divide: Highlighting race for 

equity’s sake. Journal of Negro Education, 87(2), 110-124.   
 
Oleksiyenko, A., & Tierney, W. G. (2018). Higher education and human vulnerability: Global failures 

of corporate design. Tertiary Education and Management. doi: 10.1080/13583883.2018.1439094 
 
Kolluri, S., & Tierney, W. G. (2018). “College for all” school cultures, neoliberalism, & equality. 

Tertiary Education and Management. doi: 10.1080/13583883.2018.1439998 
 
Pathania, G. J., & Tierney, W. G. (2018). An ethnography of caste and class at an Indian university: 

creating capital. Tertiary Education and Management. doi: 10.1080/13583883.2018.1439998 
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Tierney, W. G., & Sabharwal, N. S. (2018). Reimagining Indian higher education: A social ecology of 
postsecondary. Teacher’s College Record, 120(5), 1-32.  

 
Tierney, W. G. (2018) A road less travelled: The responsibilities of the intellectual. In L. Perna (Ed), 

Taking It to the Streets: The Role of Scholarship in Advocacy and Advocacy in Scholarship. (pp. 100-105). 
Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press.  

 
Tierney, W. G., & Kolluri, S. (2018). Mapping the terrain: Youth and digital media. In W. G. Tierney, 

Z.B. Corwin, & A. Ochsner, (Eds), Diversifying digital learning: Online literacy and educational 
opportunity, 1-24. Baltimore, MD: The Johns Hopkins University Press. 

Ochsner, A., Corwin, Z.B., & Tierney, W. G. (2018). Conclusion: Towards digital equity: The role of 
context, quality and connections. In W. G. Tierney, Z.B. Corwin, & A. Ochsner, (Eds), 
Diversifying digital learning: Online literacy and educational opportunity, 194-202. Baltimore, MD: The 
Johns Hopkins University Press.  

Tierney, W. G., & Lanford, M. (2018). Institutional culture in higher education. In J. C. Shin 
& P. N. Teixeira (Eds.), Encyclopedia of international higher education systems and institutions. 
Dordrecht: Springer. doi:10.1007/978-94-017-9553-1_544-1 

Tierney, W. G., & Ward, J.D. (2017). The role of state education policy in ensuring access, 
achievement, and attainment in higher education. American Behavioral Scientist, 61(14), 1731-
1739. doi:10.1177/0002764217744820 

Tierney, W. G., & Ward, J.D. (2017). Regulatory enforcement as policy: Exploring factors related to 
state lawsuits against for-profit colleges. American Behavioral Scientist, 61(14), 1799-1823.  
doi:10.1177/0002764217744819 

Tierney, W. G., & Ward, J. (2017). Coming out and leaving home: A policy and research agenda for 
LGBT homeless students. Educational Researcher, 46(9), 498–507. 
doi:10.3102/0013189X17733964 

Tierney, W. G., & Sabharwal, N.S. (2017). Academic corruption: Culture and trust in Indian higher 
education. International Journal of Educational Development, 55, 30-40. 
doi:10.1016/j.ijedudev.2017.05.003 

Clemens, R. F. & Tierney, W. G. (2017). The utility of qualitative research to inform public policy. In 
V. Lechuga & P. Pasque, (Eds), Qualitative methods for public policy and organizational research. (pp. 
27-47). New York: Routledge. 

Tierney, W. G., & Ward, J.D. (2017). The transformation of the system of postsecondary education in 
the United States. In P. Altbach, L. Reisberg, & H. de Wit, (Eds.), Responding to massification: 
Differentiation in postsecondary education worldwide (pp. 149-157). Boston, MA: Hamburg 
Transnational University Leaders Council, Boston College 

Tierney, W. G. (2017). Creating an environment for innovation in tertiary education. Retreived from Asia 
Pacific Higher Education Research Partnership: Emergent Horizons Papers: 
https://apherp.org/emergent-horizons-papers/ 
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Tierney, W. G. & Almeida, D. J. (2017). Academic responsibility: Toward a cultural politics of 
integrity. Discourse: Studies in the Cultural Politics of Education, 38(1), 1-12. 
doi: 10.1080/01596306.2015.1104855  

Tierney, W. G., & Lanford, M. (2017). From massification to globalization: Is there a role for 
rankings? In E. Hazelkorn (Ed.), Global rankings and the geopolitics of higher education. Understanding 
the influence and impact of rankings on higher education, policymakers, and society (pp. 295-308). Oxford: 
Routledge. 

 
Lanford, M., & Tierney, W. G. (2016). The international branch campus: Cloistered community or 

agent of social change? In D. Neubauer, J. Hawkins, M. Lee, & C. Collins (Eds.), The 
Palgrave handbook of Asia Pacific higher education (pp. 157-172). New York: Palgrave Macmillan. 
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Report, A test of leadership: Charting the future of U.S. higher education]. Academe, 92(6), 80–81. 

Tierney, W. G. (2006). Hate speech and academic freedom in the academy. [Reviews of the books The 
people vs. Harvard Law: How America’s oldest law school turned its back on free speech by A. P. Thomas, 
Restoring free speech and liberty on campus by D. A. Downs, & Speak no evil: The triumph of hate speech 
regulation by J. B. Gould]. Educational Researcher, 35(3), 33–37. 

Holley, K. A., & Tierney, W. G. (2005). Innovative universities [Review of the Sustaining change in 
universities: Continuities in case studies and concepts by S. Parker]. The Review of Higher Education, 28(4), 
634–636. 

Tierney, W. G. (2005). Disciplines and use-informed research. [Reviews of the books Pasteur’s 
quadrant: Basic science and technological innovation by D. E. Stokes & Chaos of disciplines by A. 
Abbott]. Academe, 91(4), 64–67. 

Tierney, W. G. (2005). Travels in academe [Reviews of the books The marketing of higher education by D. 
L. Kirp & Governing academia: Who is in charge at the modern university? by R. G. Ehrenberg]. Journal 
of Higher Education, 76, 354–358. 

Tierney, W. G. (2004). Turning the lights out: Tenure in the 21st century. [Review of the book The 
questions of tenure by R. P. Chait]. Journal of Higher Education, 75(2), 228–33. 

Tierney, W. G., & Venegas, K. (2004). Performing identity/performing culture: Hip hop as text, 
pedagogy and lived practice. The International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education, 17(1), 
157–159. 

Campbell, C. D., & Tierney, W. G. (2003). [Review of the book Tenure on trial: Case studies of change in 
faculty employment policies by W. T. Mallon]. Teacher’s College Record, 105, 67–70.  

Tierney, W. G. (2003). Book review [Review of the book Democracy's children: Intellectuals and the rise of 
cultural politics, by J. McGowan]. Academe, 89(1), 72–74.  

Tierney, W. G. (2001). [Review of the book The enterprise university: Power, governance and reinvention in 
Australia by S. Marginson]. University Business. 
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Tierney, W. G., & Chung, J. (2000). [Review of the book The shape of the river: Long term consequences of 
considering race in college and university admissions by W. G. Bowen & D. Bok]. Journal of Higher 
Education, 71, 247–255.   

Jun, A., & Tierney, W. G. (1998). [Review of the book Student affairs reconsidered: A Christian view of the 
profession and its contexts by D. S. Guthrie (Eds.)]. Journal of Higher Education, 69, 349–351. 

Tierney, W. G. (1997). Forward. In T. Quinnann (Ed.), Adult students at risk: Cultural bias in education. 
Westport, CT: Bergin and Garvey. 

Tierney, W. G., & Dilley, P. (1997). [Review of the book Poisoned Ivy: Lesbian and gay academics confronting 
homophobia by T. Mcnaron]. International Gay and Lesbian Review. 

Tierney, W. G. (1994). Why cultural change is so difficult. [Review of the book The four cultures of the 
academy, by W. H. Berqquist]. Planning for Higher Education, 22, 36–37. 

Tierney, W. G. (1991). [Review of the book of The idea of higher education by R. Barnett]. Journal of Higher 
Education, 62(4), 475–477. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988). Much ado about something: Naturalistic inquiry and the paradigm revolution. 
[Review of the book Naturalistic inquiry and Organizational theory and inquiry by Y. Lincoln (Ed.)]. 
Journal of Higher Education, 59, 225–230. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988). [Review of the book Minorities in American higher education]. Journal of Navajo 
Education, 6(1), 36. 

Tierney, W. G. (1986). [Review of the book Organizational culture and leadership by E. H. Schein]. 
Academy of Management Review, 11, 677–680. 

LEADERSHIP AND RESEARCH 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, March). AERA president’s corner: Education and poverty: What (do) we stand 
for? Retrieved from http://www.aera.net 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, February). AERA president’s corner: Plus ca change… Retrieved from 
http://www.aera.net 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, January). AERA president’s corner: New year’s resolutions. Retrieved from 
http://www.aera.net 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, November). AERA president’s Corner: Setting Achievable goals. Retrieved 
from http://www.aera.net 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, October). AERA president’s corner: It (the academy) gets better. Retrieved 
from http://www.aera.net 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, September). AERA president’s corner: AERA 2025: Remembrance of 
(academic) things past. Retrieved from http://www.aera.net 
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Tierney, W. G. (2012, August). AERA president’s corner: Academic service. Retrieved from 
http://www.aera.net 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, July). AERA president’s corner: The academic profession. Retrieved from 
http://www.aera.net 

PRESENTATIONS / PODCASTS / WEBINARS 

Invited 

Tierney, W.G. (2018, November). The tensions surrounding innovation and entrepreneurship for the university. A 
legacy lecture to the faculty of education at The University of Hong Kong, Pokfulam, Hong 
Kong. 

 
Tierney, W.G. (2018, March). The direction of future research in higher education. Keynote given at the 

opening address at the Conference on Higher Education, Konya, Turkey. 
 
Tierney, W.G. (2018, April). Advancing and benefiting from education research in confrontational and tumultuous 

times. Speaker at the American Educational Research Association Annual Conference, New 
York, NY. 

 
Tierney, W.G., & Rall, R.M. (2018, April). The politics of closure: Failed institutions of higher education and 

lessons for governing boards. Presented at the American Educational Research Association Annual 
Conference, New York, NY. 

 
Tierney, W.G., & Kolluri, S. (2018, February). Towards a relational sociology of  education. Presented at the 

Sociology of Education Association 2018 SEA Conference, Asilomar Conference Center, 
Pacific Grove, California, CA. 

 
Tierney, W.G. (2017, October). Building a climate for diversity. Presented at the University of Virginia at 

the department of Engineering, Office of Diversity and Engagement, Charlottesville, VA. 
 
Tierney, W.G. (2017, April). Debating academic freedom. Presented at the American Educational Research 

Association Annual Conference, San Antonio, TX. 
 
Tierney, W.G. (2017, March). Improving governance and decision-making. Presented at Antioch University, 

Santa Barbara, CA. 

Tierney, W.G. (2017, March). The kids are alright: Getting and staying college ready. Presented to faculty and 
staff at Virginia Tech, Blacksburg, VA. 

Tierney, W.G. (2016, November). Debating academic freedom. Presented at the University of Hong Kong.  

Tierney, W.G. (2016, November). Academic corruption: The disease destroying higher education. Presented at 
the University of Hong Kong.  

Tierney, W.G. (2016, October). What we know and what we need to do. Presented at the Provost’s 
inaugural “Inclusion and Diversity Lecture Series” at Auburn University, Auburn, AL.  



WILLIAM G. TIERNEY 

33

 

Tierney, W.G. (2016, October). Innovation and change in the American university: Pitfalls and opportunities. 
Presented at the Department of Educational Leadership, Policy, and Technology and the 
College of Continuing Studies in celebration of the Executive EDD Cohort Program in 
Higher Education’s 10th Anniversary at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, AL  

Tierney, W.G. (2016, April). The role of the state in public higher education: Massification, quality assurance and 
the dilemma of privatization. Invited address at a conference convened by the National Education 
Commission, Sri Lanka.  

Tierney, W.G. (2016, April). Educational excellence and low-income students: Understanding social capital.   
Invited address to the faculty and students of the University of Colombo, Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. 

Tierney, W.G. (2016, April). Quality assurance and organizational change. Invited address to the faculty and 
administration of University of Peradeniya, Kandy, Sri Lanka. 

Tierney, W.G. (2016, March). Strategic planning and financial security in research universities: Paths to excellence.  
Invited address to the faculty and administration of King Abdulaziz University, Saudi Arabia.  

Tierney, W.G. (2016, March). Cultural integrity as a vehicle to increase access and equity. Conference on 
Management of Diversity and Equity in Universities at the National Center for Education 
Research and Training, New Delhi, India. 

Tierney, W.G. (2016, March). Understanding the importance of social capital in enabling educational equity. 
Invited address at Ambedkar University, New Delhi, India.  

Tierney, W.G. (2016, March). Reforming governance: Lessons from California. Presented at Pathways for 
Change: Reforming Higher Education in India, New Delhi, India. 

Tierney, W.G. (2016, February). The idea of academic freedom and the implications for teaching and learning.  
Conference on Teaching and Learning in Higher Education in New Delhi, India. 

Tierney, W.G. (2016, February). Innovation in higher education. Global Education Conference, Kerala, 
India. 

Tierney, W.G. (2016, February). Improving faculty research productivity: The Critical importance of community 
engagement, theory, and methodology. Erudite Lecture, University of Kerala, India. 

Tierney, W.G. (2016, January). Access to higher education: Grit and social capital in globalized world. Keynote 
given at the Tata Institute of Social Science Symposium on Comparative Educational 
Research, Mumbai, India.  

Tierney, W.G. (2016, January). Barriers to innovation. At the All-University Address at the National 
Institute of Management, Mumbai, India.  

Tierney, W.G. (2015, November). From secondary school to university: Individual determination and structural 
constraints. Presented at the National Center for Educational Research and Training, New 
Delhi, India.  
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Tierney, W.G. (2015, November). The challenge in becoming a world class university. Invited address to the 
Panjab University, Chandigarh, India.  

Tierney, W.G. (2015, October). Barriers to creativity and innovation in higher education. Opening address at 
the International Higher Education Studies Conference, Istanbul, Turkey. 

Tierney, W. G. (2015, September). Creating a culture to improve student performance. Invited session at the 
9th annual Higher Education Conference, Durban, South Africa. 

Tierney, W.G. (2015, September). The challenge of access: Praxis and structure in higher education. Keynote at 
the 9th annual Higher Education Conference, Durban, South Africa.  

Tierney, W.G., & Corwin Z.B. (2015, June). Fostering college knowledge through games and social media. 
Opening address at California’s Academic Partnership Conference, Sacramento, CA. 

Tierney, W.G. (2015, June). The fundamentals of strategic planning: Innovation and Asian higher education. 
Presented to the presidents of Asian universities at the 3rd summit of Asian higher education 
at the University of Hong Kong. 

Tierney, W.G. (2015, June). The strategic importance of higher education in Asia. Presented to the faculty of 
education/social science at the University of Hong Kong.  

Tierney, W.G. (2015, February). Navigating mentoring relationships and collegiality to foster research and 
leadership in practice and academia: The art and science of mentoring. Presented at the Mentoring, 
Leadership and Research Symposium, Texas A & M University. 

Tierney, W. G. & Corwin, Z. B. (February, 2015). Gaming the future: Using technology and social media to 
increase access to higher education. Presentation made to the University of California, Los Angeles 
School Department of Education Colloquium Series, Los Angeles, CA. 

Tierney, W.G. (2015, February). Helping children, families & schools be college ready. Keynote at the annual 
California Association for the Gifted Conference in Palm Springs, CA.  

Tierney, W. G. (2014, November). Creating a culture of  respect and innovation in the 21st century university. 
Presented at the BB&T Center for Ethical Business Leadership: Mike Cottrell College of 
Business at the University of North Georgia.  

Tierney, W. G. (2014, November). Using qualitative research to inform public policy. Presented at the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education Conference, Washington, DC.  

Tierney, W. G. (2014, October). Defining how higher education meets the needs of society. Presented at the 
Educational Policy Institute Forum on Education and the Economy, San Antonio, TX. 

Tierney, W. G. (2014, October). The future of California higher education. Presented at Seoul National 
University. Seoul, South Korea.  

Tierney, W. G. (2014, October). Creating a culture of innovation in higher education. Presented at the Asia 
Pacific Higher Education Research Association Conference. Seoul, South Korea.  
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Tierney, W. G. (2014, April). The elusive quest for civil rights in education: Perspectives from AERA past 
presidents. Presented at the American Educational Research Association Annual Conference, 
Philadelphia, PA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2014, April). Fostering innovation in educational reform: The promise and the peril. Presented at 
the American Educational Research Association Annual Conference, Philadelphia, PA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2014, March). A conversation about the role of higher education in fixing failed states (with 
Anatoly Oleksiyenko, reporting on cases from Ukraine and Russia). Visiting Research 
Professor at The University of  Hong Kong. 

Tierney, W. G. (2014, March). Access and readiness for university: Emerging issues. Visiting Research 
Professor at The University of  Hong Kong. 

Tierney, W. G. (2014, January). Lo que las escuelas secundarias pueden hacer para mejorar el acceso a la 
universidad. Presented at a conference on higher education and administration. Pontificia 
Universidad of  Santiago Chile. 

Tierney, W. G. (2014, January). Change and innovation in the University. Presented at a conference on 
higher education and administration. Pontificia Universidad of  Santiago Chile. 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, November). Preparing for college: Steps every student and high school should take. 
National Association for College Admission Counseling (NACAC) Webinar. 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, November). Higher education research, policy, and the challenges of reform. Presented at 
the 5th International Higher Education Research and Policy Roundtable. Shanghai, China. 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, November). Privatization, the state, and the transformation of world-class universities. 
Presented at the 5th International Conference on World-Class Universities. Shanghai, China. 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, November). College athletics and academic governance: Where are we headed? Presented 
at the annual meeting of Association for the Study of Higher Education Annual Conference, 
Saint Louis, MO.  

Tierney, W. G. (2013, November). Have PhD, will travel: The future of academic work. Presented at the 
annual meeting of Association for the Study of Higher Education Annual Conference, Saint 
Louis, MO.  

Tierney, W. G. (2013, June). Yes we can: What high schools can do to increase access to college. Presented at the 
Making Connections: Pathways and Supports for College Readiness Conference, 
Bloomington, IN. 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, May). The future for educational research and research associations challenges, opportunities: 
The future of higher education. Presented at the British Educational Research Association 
Conference, Cardiff, Wales, UK. 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, April). Beyond the ivory tower: The role of the intellectual in eliminating poverty. Presented 
at the American Educational Research Association Annual Conference, San Francisco, CA. 
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Tierney, W. G. (2013, February). Ensuring academic success: cultural integrity for a diverse student population. 
Presented at the annual meeting of the Bay Area Workforce Funding Collaborative. At The 
California Endowment in Oakland, California. 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, February). Getting serious about college access & readiness. Presented at the annual 
meeting of the National Council for Community and Education Partnerships Luncheon Talk. 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Tierney, W. G. (2013, February). Improving college readiness. Presented at the annual meeting of the 
National Council for Community and Education Partnerships. Las Vegas, Nevada. 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, December). The end of academic freedom?  Presented at the annual meeting of the 
Joint Australian Association for Research in Education and Asia-Pacific Educational Research 
Association Conference World Education Research Association Focal Meeting, Sydney, 
Australia. 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, November). Anatomy of a failure of shared governance:  Penn State and the role of the 
faculty. Presented at the annual meeting of Association for the Study of Higher Education 
Annual Conference, Las Vegas, NV.  

Tierney, W. G. (2012, November). Debating the future of higher education in America. Presented at the 
annual meeting of Association for the Study of Higher Education Annual Conference, Las 
Vegas, NV. 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, November). 5 key tasks to increase college-going: An agenda for college-going. Presented 
at REL conference on bridging high schools to college at Hilton Norfolk Airport, Norfolk, 
VA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, October). Getting serious about college access, persistence and completion. Keynote at 
Nevada Diversity Summit, Reno, NV.   

Tierney, W. G. (2012, September). Privatization in tertiary education: Expanding markets vs. the public good. 
Presented at the BERA Annual Conference 2012 University of Manchester, University Place. 
Manchester, England. 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, August). Games R us: The role of games in increasing college readiness. Keynote 
presented at the RSOE Kick-Off University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA.   

Tierney, W. G. (2012, June). Yes we can: What high schools can do to increase access to college. Keynote 
presented at the GEAR-UP Kentucky 2012 Alliance Institute for a College-going Culture, 
Louisville, KY. 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, April). Developing an activist research agenda. Presented at the annual meeting of 
American Educational Research Association, Vancouver, Canada. 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, April). The transformation of academic work and the role of AERA in encouraging 
democracy. Presented at the annual meeting of American Educational Research Association, 
Vancouver, Canada. 
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Tierney, W. G. (2012, March). Increasing college access one student at a time. Presented at Project National 
Association of College Access Professionals, Santa Monica, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2012, February). The disruption of California’s higher education: Inevitable decline or building on 
excellence? Keynote at the Appraising the Future; Understanding Costs: Envisioning the New 
Normal in Higher Education, California State University, Fullerton, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, December). Becoming transnational: Technology and the impact on universities in the 21st 
century. Presented at the 3rd Global Higher Education Forum, Universiti Sains Malaysia, 
Penang, Malaysia. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, November). Emerging issues in for-profit higher education. Presented at the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education Annual Conference, Charlotte, NC. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, November). [Radically] rethinking higher education in the US. Presented at the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education Annual Conference, Charlotte, NC. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, October). Building tomorrow’s campus today. Keynote at the Centennial Celebration 
at Wilfrid Laurier University, Toronto, Canada. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, October). College for all: The role of high schools. Presented at the Conference of 
Schools, Family and Community, Portland, OR. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, October). Improving access to college. Presented at the RE-image: The Role and 
Future of Universities in a Changing World Conference, Wilfrid Laurier University, Ontario, 
Canada. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, September). The conundrum of for-profit higher education: Evil foe or emerging partner? 
Presented at National Association for College Admission Counseling, New Orleans, LA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, June). What we know and what we need to know to increase access to college for low-income 
youth. Presented at USC-PDK Leadership Summit, Los Angeles, CA.  

Tierney, W. G. (2011, May). Mirrors of excellence, windows of opportunity. Presented at the PDK/Rossier 
Leadership Summit, Los Angeles, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, May). The conundrum of profit-making institutions in higher education. Presented at the 
School to Work Conference at the Graduate School of Education, Pennsylvania State 
University, University Park, PA.   

Tierney, W. G. (2011, April). Academic quality and shared governance. Presented at the 2011 National 
Conference and Workshop for Board Professionals, the Association of Governing Boards, 
Los Angeles, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, April). Public education for the public good: A discussion of the political and economic threats 
to higher education. Presented at the annual meeting of American Educational Research 
Association, New Orleans, LA. 
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Tierney, W. G. (2011, March). IES practice guide: Helping students navigate the path to college: What high schools 
can do. Presented at Helping Students Navigate the Path to College: What High Schools Can 
Do, Kansas City Area Education Research Consortium, Kansas City, MO.   

Tierney, W. G. (2011, January). Crafting our class. Changing the relationship between higher education and high 
schools. Presented at the USC Center for Enrollment, Research, Policy, and Practice, The Case 
for Change in College Admissions Conference, Los Angeles, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, January). Now is the time: Improving access to college. Presented at the Pathways to 
College: Next Steps for Utah Conference, Salt Lake City, UT. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, January). The paradox of privatization in a globalized world: Access, equity and tertiary 
education in the 21st century. Presented at World Universities Forum, Hong Kong. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, January). The class of 2023. Presented at the USC Center for Enrollment, 
Research, Policy, and Practice, The Case for Change in College Admissions Conference, Los 
Angeles, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2011, January). The paradox of privatization in a globalized world: access, equity and tertiary 
education in the 21st century. 2011 World universities forum final plenary information. Presented 
at Hong Kong Institute of Education, Hong Kong. 

Brewer, D. C., & Tierney, W. G. (2010, June ). Barriers to innovation in U.S. higher education. Presented at 
American Enterprise Institute conference, “Reinventing the American University: The 
Promise of Innovation in Higher Education,” Washington, DC. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, December). Common data sets. Presented at Vietnam National University, Ho Chi 
Minh City, Vietnam. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, December). How do we evaluate the quality of graduate education? Presented at Center 
for Educational Testing and Quality Assessment, Vietnam National University, Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, November). Problems of first generation students. Presented at the College Access 
Foundation/San Jose State University College Student Success Conference, San Jose, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, November). Public policy and for-profit higher education. Presented at the Association 
for the Study of Higher Education Annual Conference, Indianapolis, IN. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, October). Finding money on the table (Podcast). National Association for College 
Admission Counseling, Arlington, VA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, July). Emerging issues in higher education. Presented at the Azusa Pacific University 
Critical Issues Seminars, Azusa, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, May). Professing to learn. Book discussion of Michele Lamont's How Professors 
Think. Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, Denver, 
CO. 
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Tierney, W. G. (2010, May). The best job in the world. Presented at the Rossier School of Education 
MAT graduation, Los Angeles, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, May). You can’t get there from here: Postsecondary capacity, the master plan, and the role of 
for-profit and Private institutions. PACE seminar series presented at USC-State Capitol conference 
room, Sacramento, CA.    

Tierney, W. G. (2010, April). From high school to college: What we know and what we don’t know about 
increasing access to college for low-income youth. Presented at the Spring Scandling Lecture, the 
Warner School of Education, University of Rochester, Rochester, NY. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, March). Building a culture of college-going in high school. Presented at the Plenary 
Session of the Arizona Gear Up Planning Meeting, Tempe, AZ. 

Tierney, W. G. (2009, November). Improving college readiness for low-income youth. Presented at the State of 
Nevada Higher Education Commission, Las Vegas, NV. 

Tierney, W. G. (2009, November). Increasing access to higher education: What we know won't get us there. 
Presented at the Association for the Study of Higher Education Conference, Vancouver, BC, 
Canada. 

Tierney, W. G. (2009, October). Who is involved in assessing graduate education? Presented at the Higher 
Education International Forum, Hangzhou, China.   

Tierney, W. G. (2009, October). Now is the time: Improving access to college. Presented at the IES 
Conference, Washington, DC.   

Tierney, W. G. (2009, March). Promotion and tenure and the changing faculty reward structure in the United 
States. Presented at Shanghai Jiaotong University, Shanghai, China. 

Tierney, W. G. (2009, February). Creating a strategic plan for equity in higher education. Inaugural address at 
the launch of the National Center for Student Access and Equity, Adelaide, Australia. 

 Tierney, W. G. (2009, February). Financial aid and access: The affordability conundrum. Podcast series of 
USC Center for Enrollment Research, Policy, and Practice, University of Southern California, 
Los Angeles, CA. 

Hallett, R. E., & Tierney, W. G. (2008, September). Homeless youth and educational policy: An overview of 
barriers and college access programs that demonstrate promise. Presented at the Annual Homeless 
Youth Symposium hosted by the Los Angeles County Office of Education, Los Angeles, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2008, December). Quality and graduate education: Paths to excellence. Presented at the 2nd 
International Conference on Assessing Quality in Higher Education, University to the Punjab, 
Quaid-e-Azam, New Campus, Lahore, Pakistan.  

Tierney, W. G. (2008, November). Opportunities and educational priorities. Presented at the meetings of 
the Midwest Higher Education Consortium, Minneapolis, MN. 
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Tierney, W. G. (2008, October). Quality and graduate education: Paths to excellence. Presented at the 
International Forum for Higher Education Evaluation hosted by National Taiwan Normal 
University, Taipei, Taiwan. 

Tierney, W. G. (2008, October). The globalization of education: The next wave. Presented at the APRU 
Education Deans meeting, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2008, March). Current trends in higher education: The dynamics of innovation and reform. 
Presented at University of Malaysia Sabah, Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia. 

Tierney, W. G. (2008, February). A comparative agenda for higher education research in Asia and the Pacific. 
Presented at the Forum on the Future of Higher Education Research from a Comparative 
Perspective, Penang, Malaysia. 

Tierney, W. G. (2008, February). Current trends in higher education and the implications for Malaysia. 
Presented at Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang, Malaysia. 

Tierney, W. G. (2008, February). Observations on the shifting boundaries of the academic profession: The 
Malaysian professoriate in comparative perspective. Presented at Universiti Sains Malaysia, Penang, 
Malaysia. 

Tierney, W. G. (2008, January). Education markets in the Asia Pacific Region and linkages to research 
collaboration. Presented at the Ministry of Higher Education, Putrajaya, Malaysia. 

Tierney, W. G. (2008, January). Higher education and globalization. Presented at the conference on 
Developing and Sustaining Excellence in Higher Education, Sarawak, Malaysia. 

Tierney, W. G. (2007, December). Higher education, productivity and the parameters of globalization. Presented 
at the collaboration conference between the Pacific Economic Cooperation Council (PECC) 
and the Association of the Pacific Rim Universities (APRU): The Asia Pacific Education 
Market Workshop, Sydney, Australia. 

Tierney, W. G. (2007, November). Social mobility and stratification in the knowledge society. Presented at the 
APRU World Institute (AWI) Economic Integration Workshop at Kyoto University, Kyoto, 
Japan. 

Tierney, W. G. (2007, November). Tertiary education and economic well-being. Presented at the Association 
for Higher Education Conference, Louisville, KY. 

Tierney, W. G. (2007, October). The role of boards in college access organizations. Presented at the National 
College Access Network Conference, Los Angeles, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2007, September). Access and financial aid: How American Indian students pay for college. 
Presented at the 63rd National Conference of the National Association for College Admission 
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Tierney, W. G. (2002, November). Opportunity, access and excellence: Complimentary notions in a democratic 
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at Susquehanna University, Selinsgrove, PA.  
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University Structures, Knowledge Production, and Gender Construction research conference, 
University of Copenhagen, Copenhagen, Denmark. 
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Tierney, W. G. (1998, November). Tenure reform and the politics of higher education. Keynote address at the 
Commission of Professors of Adult Education, Phoenix, AZ. 

Tierney, W. G. (1998, October). Restructuring the faculty reward system. Keynote address at the Keeping 
our Faculties conference, Minneapolis, MN. 
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Conference, Washington, DC. 

Lanford, M., & Tierney, W. G. (2014, November). Organizational and faculty culture on international branch 
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Relles, R., & Tierney, W.G. (2013, April). College writing preparation: A tale of two classrooms. Presented at 
the American Educational Research Association Annual Conference, San Francisco, CA.  

Duncheon, J., & Tierney, W. G. (2012, November). Analyzing remedial writing. Presented at the 
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Iloh, C., & Tierney, W. G. (2012, November). Phoenix, Do We Have a Problem? Reconsidering For-Profit 
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Relles, S. R., & Tierney, W. G. (2012, April). Towards a new model of writing assessment: Results of a two-year 
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Oxymoron or shining example. Presented at the annual meeting of American Educational 
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Relles, S., & Tierney, W. G. (2011, April). Preparing for college and the challenge of remediation: Rethinking 
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Tierney, W. G., & Clemens, R. G. (2011, April). Qualitative research and public policy: The challenges of 
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Tierney, W. G. (2011, April). Developing a research agenda. Presented at the annual meeting of American 
Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA. 

Hallett, R., & Tierney, W. G. (2010, November). State regulation and propriety colleges and universities: The 
case of the California Assembly Bill 48. Presented at the Association for the Study of Higher 
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Tierney, W. G. (2010, November). The challenges of ME-search in higher education. Presented at the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education Annual Conference, Indianapolis, IN. 

Burleson, D. A., & Tierney, W. G. (2010, May). Policies and practices in the judgment of quality and effectiveness 
of graduate education. Presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
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Mathis, J. D., & Tierney, W. G. (2010, May). Rethinking organizational culture: Creativity in the academy. 
Presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, Denver, 
CO. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, May). Productivity and effectiveness in higher education: Establishing a research agenda on 
for-profit higher education institutions. Presented at the annual meeting of the American 
Educational Research Association, Denver, CO. 

Tierney, W. G. (2010, May). The method of life history: Uses and abuses for understanding the lives of first-
generation students. Presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association, Denver, CO. 

Garcia, L. D., & Tierney, W. G. (2009, November). Fostering successful college careers for undocumented 
immigrants. Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 

Garcia, L. D., & Tierney, W. G. (2009, November). The Early Assessment Program: One urban high school’s 
experience. Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, 
Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada. 

Tierney, W. G., & Corwin, Z. B. (2009, November). Increasing access through games and technology. 
Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Vancouver, 
British Columbia, Canada. 

Tierney, W. G., & Hallett, R. E. (2009, November). Reflexivity and writing in graduate school. Presented at 
the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Vancouver, British 
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Garcia, L. D., & Tierney, W. G. (2009, April). Remedial education and college preparation. Presented at the 
annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Hallett, R. E., & Tierney, W. G. (2009, April). Social capital of homeless youth: Influence of networks on 
educational participation. Presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association, San Diego, CA. 

Hallett, R. E., & Tierney, W. G. (2009, April). Writing on the margins from the center: Homeless youth and 
politics at the borders. Presented at the annual meeting of the American Educational Research 
Association, San Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2009, April). Discourse and scholarship in academic life. Presented at the annual meeting of 
the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2009, April). Faculty life and achieving excellence. Presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2009, April). Judging educational scholarship. Presented at the annual meeting of the 
American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 
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education during the annual meeting of the American Educational Research Association, San 
Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2008, November). Pushing the boundaries: Incorporating neglected aspects of qualitative research. 
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FL.    

Hallett, R. E., & Tierney, W. G. (2008, March). Education policy and homeless youth. Presented at the 
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Sallee, M., & Tierney, W. G. (2008, March). Organizational characteristics of campuses that promote faculty 
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Tierney, W. G. (2007, April). The “real world” and policy research in financial aid. Presented at the meetings 
of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.  

Tierney, W. G., & Sallee, M. M. (2007, April). Improving early intervention for college programs. Presented at 
the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.  

Tierney, W. G. (2006, November). Free speech on campus. Presented at the meetings of the Association 
for the Study of Higher Education, Anaheim, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2006, November). The challenge of translational research in education: Writing across the 
boundaries. Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, 
Anaheim, CA.     

Tierney, W. G. (2006, November). Theory, action & measurable results: Designing, implementing and evaluating 
college preparation programs. Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher 
Education, Anaheim, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2006, April). Translational research: Knowledge production in a profession. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA.  

Tierney, W. G. (2006, April). Waves of silence: An examination of public discourse and controversy. Presented at 
the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA.  

Lechuga, V. M., & Tierney, W. G. (2005, November). Behind closed doors: Examining academic freedom, 
public discourse, and for-profit colleges and universities. Presented at the meetings of the Association 
for the Study of Higher Education, Philadelphia, PA.    

Tierney, W. G. (2005, November). The clash of cultures. Presented at the meetings of the Association for 
the Study of Higher Education, Philadelphia, PA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2005, November). Cultural biography and educational policy. Presented at the meetings of 
the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Philadelphia, PA.    
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Tierney, W. G., & Holley, K. A. (2005, November). Knowledge production in a profession: Rethinking the 
PhD in education. Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher 
Education, Philadelphia, PA.   

Venegas, K., & Tierney, W. G. (2005, November). Fictive kin: Peers and financial aid. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Philadelphia, PA. 

Venegas, K., & Tierney, W. G. (2005, November). The cultural ecology of financial aid. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Philadelphia, PA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2005, April). One arm around one child: Effective advising and mentoring. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Educational Research Association, Montreal, Canada. 

Venegas, K., & Tierney, W. G. (2005, April). Reconceptualizing the study of financial aid: A cultural approach. 
Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Association, Montreal, Canada.  

Venegas, K., & Tierney, W. G. (2004, November). Financial aid and access: Current problems, potential 
solutions. Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, 
Kansas City, MO. 

Venegas, K. M., & Tierney, W. G. (2004, September). Working together: Latino peer groups and college 
preparation programs. Presented at the National Symposium on Multicontextuality, Unity, and 
Diversity in a Pluralistic Society, Albuquerque, NM.   

Tierney, W. G. (2004, April). Getting it right: Qualitative research and portraiture. Presented at the meetings 
of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2004, April). Governance by design: Improving the cultural aspects of faculty governance. 
Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G., & Lechuga, V. M. (2004, April). Offending words: Academic freedom and the Al-Arian case. 
Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Venegas, K., & Tierney, W. G. (2004, April). Working together: Latino peers in college preparation. Presented 
at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2003, November). Academic governance and decision-making. Presented at the meetings of 
the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Portland, OR.  

Tierney, W. G. (2003, November). The influence of peer groups in college going. Presented at the meetings of 
the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Portland, OR.  

Tierney, W. G. (2003, April). Cultural integrity: The impact of culture on college preparation program effectiveness. 
Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL. 

Tierney, W. G. (2003, April). The role of peer groups in college preparation. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL. 
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Tierney, W. G. (2002, November). Policy, practice and funding proposals: What foundations find interesting and 
why. Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, 
Sacramento, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2002, November). The future of tenure in a changing academic workplace. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Sacramento, CA. 

Lincoln, Y. S., & Tierney, W. G. (2002, April). Ethics and human subjects: The dilemmas of qualitative 
research. Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, New 
Orleans, LA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2002, April). The challenge of globalization. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2002, April). The role of families in college preparation. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA. 

Tierney, W. G., & Minor, J. T. (2002, April). Redefining shared governance. Presented at the meetings of 
the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2001, November). Family involvement in college preparation programs. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Richmond, VA.   

Tierney, W. G. (2001, November). Representational practices for higher education research and policy. Presented 
at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Richmond, VA. 

Tierney, W. G., & Colyar, J. E. (2001, April). Exploring factors that contribute to the successful education of 
African-American students. Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research 
Association, Seattle, WA.   

Tierney, W. G., & Dilley, P. (2001, April). How do we know what we know? Because they said so: Charting the 
changes in contemporary educational interviewing. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, Seattle, WA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2000, December). A comparative perspective on power and governance in higher education. 
Presented at the Australian Network for Higher Education Policy Research conference on 
Research Management and Funding, Canberra, Australia.   

Tierney, W. G. (2000, November). Enough is enough: Ensuring success for urban students. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Sacramento, CA.   

Tierney, W. G. (2000, October). Faculty leadership in a time of change. Presented at the meeting of the 
Association of American University Professors and the American Conference of Academic 
Deans, Washington, DC. 

Tierney, W. G. (2000, April). Life histories and textual veracity. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.   
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Tierney, W. G. (2000, April). Qualitative methods and activist research. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.   

Tierney, W. G. (2000, April). Reconceptualizing college preparation and access. Presented at the meetings of 
the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.   

Tierney, W. G. (2000, March). Beyond diversity: Academic excellence and equity. Presented at the American 
Association for Higher Education’s 2000 National Conference on Higher Education, 
Anaheim, CA.   

Tierney, W. G. (2000, March). Successful attempts to prepare urban “at-risk” youth for college. Presented at the 
American Association for Higher Education’s 2000 National Conference on Higher 
Education, Anaheim, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (2000, February). Reforming tenure in schools of education. Presented at the 8th American 
Association for Higher Education’s Conference on Faculty Roles and Rewards, New Orleans, 
LA.   

Tierney, W. G. (2000, January). Evaluation and college preparation programs. Presented at the College Board 
conference on pre-college outreach, San Diego, CA.    

Tierney, W. G. (2000, January). Faculty leadership in institutional governance and change. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association of American Colleges and Universities, Washington, DC.   

Tierney, W. G. (1999, November). Preparing faculty and students in new qualitative practices. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, San Antonio, TX. 

Tierney, W. G. (1999, November). Tenure in the sacred grove: Issues for women and people of color. Presented 
at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, San Antonio, TX. 

Tierney, W. G., & Chung, J. (1999, November). Merit and affirmative action in admissions policies. Presented 
at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, San Antonio, TX. 

Tierney, W. G., & Lincoln, Y. S. (1999, September). Reconfiguring knowledge, institutions and identity in the 
postmodern moment: Comparative higher education as a case in point. Presented at the Reorganizing 
Knowledge Conference, Amherst, MA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1999, April). Affirmative action: Present challenges. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, Montreal, Canada. 

Tierney, W. G. (1999, April). Border crossings: A discussion of issues at the intersection of higher education and 
teacher education. Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, 
Montreal, Canada. 

Tierney, W. G. (1999, April). The state of the art in American higher education: Past, present and future 
considerations. Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, 
Montreal, Canada. 
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Tierney, W. G. (1999, January). Rethinking the reward structure in schools of education. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Association of Higher Education, San Diego, CA.  

Jun, A., & Tierney, W. G. (1998, November). Improving the odds: College preparation programs for low-income 
urban youth. Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, 
Miami, FL.  

Tierney, W. G. (1998, November). Academic freedom: The social construction of a contested meaning. Presented 
at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Miami, FL. 

Tierney, W. G. (1998, April). Affirmative action in the professions. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA.  

Tierney, W. G. (1998, April). Perspectives on the precarious future of education researchers. Presented at 
meetings of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA.  

Tierney, W. G. (1998, April). Plain talk: Writing and rhetoric across ethnographic genres. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA.  

Tierney, W. G. (1998, April). Qualitative research and issues of diversity. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1998, April). Tenure and faculty work in schools of education. Presented at the meetings of 
the American Educational Research Association, San Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1998, April). The new color line: The tenure and promotion process. Presented at the American 
Association of Colleges and Universities, Redondo Beach, CA.  

Tierney, W. G. (1998, January). The tenure track and the improvement of teaching. Presented at the meetings 
of the American Association of Higher Education, Orlando, FL. 

Tierney, W. G. (1997, November). High performance in the academy. Presented at meetings of the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education, Albuquerque, NM.   

Tierney, W. G. (1997, November). Rethinking higher education curricula: Canons, skills and professionalism. 
Presented at meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Albuquerque, 
NM. 

Tierney, W. G. (1997, June). Balancing career and educational goals. Presented at Western Association for 
College Admission Counseling, San Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1997, March). Faculty productivity & tenure. Presented meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL. 

Tierney, W. G. (1997, March). Rethinking graduate curricula in higher education. Presented at the meetings 
of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL. 

Tierney, W. G. (1997, March). The faculty reward structure & teacher education. Presented at the meetings of 
the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL. 
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Tierney, W. G. (1997, March). The science of administration: Professionalism in academe. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL. 

Tierney, W. G. (1997, January). Reforming tenure. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Association of Higher Education, San Diego, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1996, November). Collaboration and identity: Defining scholarship. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Memphis, TN. 

Tierney, W. G. (1996, November). Narrative and textual construction: Writing about schools, people and power. 
Presented at the meetings of the American Anthropological Association, San Francisco, CA.  

Tierney, W. G. (1996, November). The socialization of faculty. Presented at the meetings of the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education, Memphis, TN. 

Smart, J., Kuh, G., & Tierney, W. G. (1996, May). The roles of institutional culture and decision approaches in 
promoting organizational effectiveness. Presented at the meetings of the Association for Institutional 
Research, Albuquerque, NM. [Forum Best Paper Award.]    

Tierney, W. G. (1996, April). Narrative & ideology. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, New York, NY. 

Tierney, W. G. (1996, January). Academic reward structures & the development of community. Presented at the 
American Association of Higher Education Conference on Faculty Roles & Rewards, Atlanta, 
GA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1995, November). Achieving distinctiveness in graduate programs in higher education. 
Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Orlando, FL. 

Tierney, W. G. (1995, November). Higher education and indigenous people. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Anthropological Association, Washington, DC. 

Tierney, W. G. (1995, November). Postmodern perspectives and post-secondary education. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Orlando, FL. 

Tierney, W. G. (1995, June). Strategies for improving promotion and tenure. Presented at the meetings of the 
National Conference on Racial and Ethnic Relations, Santa Fe, NM. 

Tierney, W. G. (1995, April). Ignorance and AIDS. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1995, April). Organizational frameworks and strategies for multicultural campuses. Presented at 
the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1995, April). Representing the "other." Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1995, April). The politics of accessibility. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 
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Tierney, W. G. (1995, April). The social context of academe. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1994, November). Making meaning: The search for community. Presented at the meetings 
of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Tucson, AZ. 

Tierney, W. G. (1994, November). Faculty socialization and peer review. Presented at the meetings of the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education, Tucson, AZ. 

Tierney, W. G. (1994, April). Privatization and the public welfare: Public higher education in the 21st century. 
Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, 
LA.  

Tierney, W. G. (1994, November). Resistance and change: A university's progress on issues of equity for lesbians, 
gay men and bisexuals. Presented at the meetings of Lesbian, Gay and Bisexual Studies, Iowa 
City, IA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1994, April). Cultural politics in Latin American universities. Presented at the meetings of 
the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.  

Tierney, W. G. (1994, April). Making it in the academy: The empowerment of women and minority junior faculty. 
Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, 
LA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1994, April). Preparing leaders for higher education. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1994, April). Student development and culture in international studies. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA.  

Tierney, W. G. (1993, November). A comparative perspective on the social role of higher education. Presented at 
the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Pittsburgh, PA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1993, November). Representation and voice in educational research. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Washington, DC. 

Tierney, W. G. (1993, November). The intersection of race, gender, class, and sexual identity in the socialization of 
faculty. Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, 
Pittsburgh, PA. 

Tierney, W. G., & Fairweather, J. (1993, November). Sample design in qualitative research. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Pittsburgh, PA. 

Tierney, W. G., & Lincoln, Y. (1993, November). Writing case studies in qualitative inquiry. Presented at 
the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Pittsburgh, PA.  

Tierney, W. G. (1993, April). Analyzing life history research. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, Atlanta, GA. 
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Tierney, W. G. (1993, April). Critical views on managing hard times. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, Atlanta, GA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1993, April). Organizational change and institutional identity. Presented at the meetings of 
the American Educational Research Association, Atlanta, GA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1993, April). Post foundational issues in qualitative research. Presented at the meetings of 
the American Educational Research Association, Atlanta, GA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1992, November). Organizational structure and the influence of the state. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Minneapolis, MN. 

Tierney, W. G. (1992, November). Students: Theory and practice. Presented at the meetings of the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education, Minneapolis, MN. 

Tierney, W. G. (1992, November). Teaching qualitative research methods in higher education. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Minneapolis, MN. 

Rhoads, R. A., & Tierney, W. G. (1992, November). Ways of knowing and learning. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Minneapolis, MN. 

Tierney, W. G. (1992, April). Change and innovation in higher education: Implications for practice. Presented at 
the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1992, April). Gaining voice, giving voice: The politics of method. Presented at the meetings of 
the American Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1992, April). Naming silenced lives. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1992, April). Public roles, private lives. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G., & Bensimon, E. M. (1992, June). Using critical and feminist theories to understand diversity in 
academe. Presented at the meetings of the National Conference on Racial and Ethnic Relations, 
San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G., & Gumport, P. (1992, June). The role of the author in qualitative research. Presented at the 
Conference on Educational Methodologies, Albuquerque, NM. 

Tierney, W. G. (1991, November). Challenges to power in the university: A critical perspective on conflict. 
Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Boston, MA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1991, November). Critical and feminist interpretations of higher education. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Boston, MA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1991, November). Personal narratives for critical reflection and change. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, IL. 
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Tierney, W. G. (1991, April). A critical examination of academic life. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, Chicago, IL.  

Tierney, W. G. (1991, February). Socialization and culture: The lives of students. Presented at the 
Conference on Ethnography in Education, Philadelphia, PA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1990, November). Hidden voices in higher education. Presented at the meetings of the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education, Portland, OR. 

Trainer, J. F., & Tierney, W. G. (1990, November). Social reproduction and college participation. Presented at 
the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Portland, OR. 

Tierney, W. G. (1990, October). Issues of race and culture in academe. Presented at the conference on Class 
Bias in Academe: Equity Issues for the 1990s, New York, NY. 

Tierney, W. G. (1990, May). American Indians and higher education: A research agenda for the 90s. Presented 
at the conference on American Indian Higher Education, Bozeman, MT. 

Tierney, W. G. (1990, April). Advancing a critical agenda for the study of higher education. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Educational Research Association, Boston, MA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1990, April). Reconceiving the experiences of Native American students in postsecondary 
institutions. Presented at the meetings of the American Educational Research Association, 
Boston, MA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1990, April). Transformational leadership and democracy in higher education. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Educational Research Association, Boston, MA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1989, November). Organizational culture and strategic planning. Presented to the faculty of 
the University of Wisconsin, Stevens Point, WI. 

Tierney, W. G. (1989, November). Power and ideology in higher education. Presented at the meetings of the 
Association for the Study of Education, Atlanta, GA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1989, November). Retaining Native Americans in postsecondary education. Presented at the 
meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Washington, DC. 

Tierney, W. G. (1989, November). Using qualitative research for policy analysis. Presented at the meetings 
of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Atlanta, GA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1989, June). Collegiate culture and leadership strategies: A postscript. Presented at meeting of 
the National Leadership Group of the American Council of Education, Washington, DC. 

Tierney, W. G. (1989, March). Cultural conflict in academic organizations. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1989, March). Organizational theory in higher education. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 
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Tierney, W. G. (1989, June). Understanding the political and organizational culture of postsecondary education. 
Presented at the College of Education, University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988, March). Interpreting colleges and universities as cultures: Research dilemmas. Presented at 
the meetings of the American Anthropological Association, Phoenix, AZ. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988, November). Current research using a cultural perspective in higher Education: An 
analysis. Presented at the meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, St. 
Louis, MO. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988, November). The organization of academic work. Presented at the meetings of the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education, St. Louis, MO. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988, November). Two paradigms of organizational culture. Presented at the meetings of 
the Association for the Study of Higher Education, St. Louis, MO. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988, July). Organizational images: Managing in a cultural organization. Presented at the 12th 
International Congress of Anthropological and Ethnological Sciences, Zagreb, Yugoslavia. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988, April). Organizational culture and enacted environments. Presented at the meetings of 
the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988, April). Organizational culture and time. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988, April). Organizations and systems as cultural constructions. Presented at the meetings 
of the American Educational Research Association, New Orleans, LA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1988, January). Academic leadership and managing the curriculum. Presented at the 
Invitational Conference on Leadership, Princeton, NJ. 

Tierney, W. G. (1987, November). An analysis of educational institutions as organizational cultures. Presented 
at the annual meeting of the American Anthropological Association, Chicago, IL. 

Tierney, W. G. (1987, November). Images of leadership. Presented at the meetings of the Association for 
the Study of Higher Education, Baltimore, MD. 

Tierney, W. G. (1987, November). Organizational culture and change in higher education. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for the Study of Higher Education, Baltimore, MD. 

Tierney, W. G. (1987, April). The uses of organizational culture in higher education planning. Presented at the 
meetings of the Society for Applied Anthropology, Oaxaca, Mexico. 

Tierney, W. G. (1987, March). Leadership and communication. Presented at the meetings of the 
Ethnography and Education Forum, Philadelphia, PA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1986, December). The symbolism in leadership. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Anthropological Association, Philadelphia, PA. 



WILLIAM G. TIERNEY 

61

 

Tierney, W. G. (1986, October). A model for effective in-service delivery. Presented at the Vocational 
Education Conference, Denver, CO. 

Tierney, W. G. (1986, April). A semiotic study of leadership. Presented at the meetings of the American 
Educational Research Association, San Francisco, CA. 

Tierney, W. G. (1986, March). Time management in education. Presented at the meetings of the Society for 
Applied Anthropology, Reno, NV.  

Tierney, W. G. (1985, December). Communication and leadership. Presented at the meetings of the 
American Anthropological Association, Washington, DC.  

Tierney, W. G. (1985, March). The applied aspects of communication and leadership. Presented at the 
meetings of the Association for Institutional Research, Portland, OR. 

Tierney, W. G. (1985, February). Leadership and effectiveness. Presented at the meetings of the 
Association for the Study of Higher Education, Chicago, IL. 

Tierney, W. G. (1983, October). The tenure drum: An investigation of rituals in the modern university. 
Presented at the Ethnography in Education Conference, Philadelphia, PA.  

AWARDS AND HONORS 

2015-2016 Fulbright Scholar to India 
2014 Elected Member of the National Academy of Education 
2013 
2013–2016 

Leadership Award – Association for the Study of Higher Education 
Distinguished Visiting Research Professor, University of Hong Kong 

2011 Phi Kappa Phi Faculty Recognition Awards 
2011 American Education Research Association, Division J, Exemplary Research 

Award 
2009 American Educational Research Association Fellow 
2009 Phi Kappa Phi Book Faculty Book Award (with G. Hentschke) for New 

players, different game: Understanding the rise of for-profit colleges and universities 
2004 Democracy in Higher Education, Excellence in the Academy Award, 

National Education Association 
2001 Fulbright Scholar to Australia 
2001 Recipient of USC Academic Senate Award for Leadership and Service 
1998 Selected by Change Magazine as one of 40 “young leaders of the academy” 
1997 Association for the Study of Higher Education Research Achievement 

Award 
1996 Forum Best Paper Award (co-recipient with John Smart and George Kuh) 

from the Association for Institutional Research for paper presented at the 
1996 Forum 

1993 Fulbright Scholar to Central America 

OTHER PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES 

2014 – present Member, National Academy of Education 
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2012–present Editorial Board, Issues in Globalization and Social Justice: Comparative Studies in 
International Higher Education 

2010 Member, Presidential Search Committee for Provost, University of Southern 
California 

2009–present Fellow, American Educational Research Association 
2009–2010 Chair, What Works Review Team, Access to Higher Education Practice Guide 
2008–2012 Strategic Planning Committee of the University of Southern California 
2008 Visiting Scholar, University of Sydney, Australia 
2008 Visiting Scholar, Universiti Sains Malaysia, National Higher Education 

Research Institute 
2007–2011 Member, Schools on Wheels Board for Homeless Youth 
2007–2010 Chair, Master’s Governance Committee, Rossier School of Education 

2007–2010 American Educational Research Association, Executive Board Member 
2006–2008 Member, American Educational Research Association Task Force on 

Awards 
2006–2007 Member, Provost’s Graduate Student Advisory Committee 
2006 Member, Provost’s Task Force on Graduate Education 
2005–present Member, Editorial Board, Readings on Equal Education 
2005–2008 Member, Editorial Board, Journal of Research on Leadership Education 
2004–2005 Member, Presidential Search Committee for Provost, University of Southern 

California 
2004–2005 Chair, University of Southern California 125th Anniversary Conference on 

the Future of Research Universities 
2003–2006 Chair, Ph.D. Program, Rossier School of Education 
2002–2005 Chair, University Committee on Academic Review 
2002–2005 Member, Provost’s Committee on Strategic Change 
2002–2005 Member, University Grievance Committee 
2002–2003 Member, University of California Strategic Review Panel for Educational 

Outreach, Program Effective Study Team 
2001–2005 Member, University Committee on Promotion and Tenure 
2000–2002 Member, Ad-Hoc ConnectED Taskforce for the Development of Guiding 

Principles for Pre-College Access Programs, NCCEP 
1998–present Editorial Board, American Behavioral Scientist 
1998–2001 Executive Board, Academic Senate, University of Southern California 
1997–2001 Editorial Board, Review of Higher Education 
1997–2000 NACAC Board of Mentors 
1996–present Editorial Board, International Journal of Qualitative Studies in Education 
1996–present Senior Associate Editor: Higher Education: Handbook of Theory and Research 
1996–2001 Editorial Board, Vanderbilt University Press Series in Higher Education 
1996–2000 Advisory Board, Center for Educational Research, University of California, 

Irvine 
1995–1998 Chair, AERA Task Force on Faculty Productivity and Tenure Reform 
1995–1998 Faculty Council, School of Education, University of Southern California 

(Chair: 1997–1998) 
1995–1996 Executive Board, AERA 
1994–present Editorial Board, Qualitative Inquiry 
1994–1998 Evaluation Review Panel: U.S. Department of Education 



WILLIAM G. TIERNEY 

63

 

1994–1996 Vice President, Division J, AERA 
1993–2000 Contributing Editor, the Review of Education/Pedagogy/Cultural Studies 
1993–1996 Executive Committee, AERA Division J 
1992–2000 Member, National Review Panel, ASHE/ERIC Monograph Series 
1991 Program Chair, Division J, American Educational Research Association 
1990–1993 Associate Editor, Journal of General Education 
1990 Advisory Committee for ASHE Reader on Organizations and Governance 

in Higher Education 
1990 Advisory Committee for the ASHE Reader on the Curriculum 
1988–1991 Editorial Board, Review of Higher Education 

 
EXAMPLES OF DISSERTATIONS DIRECTED 

Almeida, Daniel J.1, 2 The intersection of grit and social capital of first-generation college students.  
Badwound, Elgin1 Leadership and American Indian values: The tribal college dilemma. 
Chee, Anna2 Identity politics and accessing discourse: SLA narratives of Korean immigrants 
Clemens, Randall F. 
 
Colyar, Julia E.1, 2 

The sources and influence of cultural heterogeneity: Examining the lives of African 
American and Latino teenagers 

Understanding student stories: A narrative ethnography of minority student 
experiences in the first year of college 

Corwin, Zoe College, connections and care: How mobility and social capital affect college 
preparation for youth in foster care 

Dilley, Patrick1 A typological history of non-heterosexual male college students in the United States:  
1945–1999 

Dossett, Gordon A cultural study of shared governance at two community colleges 
Duncheon, Julia C. High-achieving yet underprepared: First generation youth and the challenge of college 

readiness in an urban magnet high school 
Garcia, Lisa D.1 Undocumented college students: Pursuing academic goals against the odds 
Gilbert, Heather Restructuring a college: The communication of change in a major university 
Guerrero, Sherrie Improving the transfer rates of minority students:  A case study 
Gupton, Jarrett4 Pathways to college for homeless adolescents 
Hallett, Ronald2 Educating transient youth: Influence of residential instability on educational resilience
Holley, Karri The cultural construction of interdisciplinarity: Doctoral student socialization in an 

interdisciplinary neuroscience program 
Iloh, Constance1,5 Black by popular demand: An exploration of black student college-going for the for-

profit higher education sector 
Jackson, Jeffry2 Voices in uniform: A qualitative study of participation in post-secondary education 

programs in the United States Army 
Jun, Alexander1 A qualitative examination of access, mobility, and resilience for historically 

underrepresented minorities in education 
Keith, Kent3 Faculty attitudes toward academic freedom 
Kline, Rebecca4 The social practice of literacy in a study abroad program 
Labaree, Robert V.2 The implementation of an academic program merger: Efficiencies of information 

exchange and restraint under the principles of shared governance. 
Lanford, Michael A. An ethnographic case study of writing studios as academic support for first-year 

undergraduate writing 
Laubscher, Michael1 Encounters with difference: Student perceptions of the role of out-of-class activities in 

education abroad 



WILLIAM G. TIERNEY 

64

 

Lechuga, Vicente M.1 The changing landscape of the academic profession: Faculty culture at for-profit 
colleges and universities 

Mathis, Jonathan D. 
McCart, Carol 

Strategy and college participation: A comparative case study of two early college high 
schools 

Using a lens to explore academic freedom 
Olivérez, Paz Ready & [Un]Able: An ethnographic study of the challenges of college access and 

financial aid for undocumented students in the U.S. 
Rall, Raquel Assuming the trusteeship:  Studying the influence of learning and preparation on the 

decision-making practices of members of public, multicampus boards of higher 
education 

Rhoads, Robert1, 4 Institutional culture and student subculture: Student identity and socialization 
Rodriguez, Bryan A. Against all odds: Examining the educational experiences of the children of farm 

workers 
Sablan, Jenna R.2 No student is an island: College readiness on Guam 
Sallee, Margaret Community and identity: Socialization to gender and organizational roles 
Tichavakunda, Antar A. 5 For the Culture: An Ethnography of Black Engineers at an elite Elite University. 
Trainer, James An analysis of college-going decisions as social reproduction 
Venegas, Kristan M. Aid and admission: Financial aid narratives of eight pre-college urban Latinas 
  

1 Subsequently revised and published as a book 
2 Winner of USC RSOE Dissertation Award 
3 Winner of the USC Delta Epsilon Dissertation of the Year Award 
4 Winner of the ASHE Dissertation of the Year Award 
5 Winner of the USC PhD Achievement Award  


